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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 13-21, 24-28, 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barrett et al. (6,400,381) in view of Malet et al. (6,347,332). 

3. For claim 1, Barrett teaches a method (abstract; col. 1, line 1 - col. 3, line 25; col. 6, lines 
35-65) comprising: 

a. Determining a media asset (col. 4, lines 20-65), the media asset including content 
(col. 4, lines 55-57) and content metadata (col. 5, lines 50-65); 

b. Establishing a discussion forum associated with the term, based on the term and 
the content metadata (col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 15); 

c. Linking the term and the discussion forum (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 30); and 

d. Delivering the media asset, including the term linked to the discussion forum, to a 
first user (col. 5, lines 10-25). 

4. Barrett does not expressly disclose the content metadata having been associated with a 
term within the content. Malet teaches a method and system (abstract) of developing discussion 
forums relevant to content data (col. 1, line 1 - col. 4, line 40; col. 15, lines 5-45) wherein 
metadata is associated with the content (col. 1, lines 25-40). At the time the invention was made, 
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one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage 
between content and discussion forums (col 2, lines 40-45). 

5. For claim 2, Barrett teaches wherein delivering the media asset to the first user 
comprises: 

a. Distinguishing the term within a first user display associated with the first user 
(col. 5, lines 1-35); and 

b. Accepting a first selection of the term by the first user (col. 5, lines 35-50). 

6. For claim 3, Barrett teaches providing a membership option to the first user, based on the 
first selection (col. 4, lines 20-40). 

7. For claim 4, Barrett teaches delivering the media asset to a second user (col. 5, lines 25- 
35), wherein delivering the media asset to the second user comprises: 

a. Distinguishing the term within a second user display associated with the second 
user (col. 5, lines 1-35); and 

b. Accepting a second selection of the term by the second user (col. 5, lines 35-50). 

8. For claim 5, Barrett teaches that determining the media asset comprises determining a 
first media asset and a second media asset, each containing the term (col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 
30). 

9. For claim 6, Barrett teaches wherein delivering the media asset to the first user comprises 
delivering the first media asset to the first user, and delivering the media asset to the second user 
comprises delivering the second media asset to the second user (col. 6, lines 30-35). 

10. For claim 13, Barrett does not expressly disclose determining the media asset includes 
selecting the media asset based on preference information associated with the first user. Malet 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/645,85 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2145 

teaches this limitation (col 12, lines 55-65). At the time the invention was made, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage 
between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

1 1 . For claim 14, Barrett teaches wherein the content metadata includes preference indication 
information (col. 5, lines 50-65), and wherein establishing the discussion forum associated with 
the term comprises registering the first user as a member of the discussion forum based on 
preference information received from the first user with respect to the preference indication 
information (col 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 30). 

12. For claim 15, Barrett teaches wherein the content metadata includes membership 
indication information (col. 4, lines 20-65), and wherein establishing the discussion forum 
associated with the term comprises registering the first user as a member of the discussion forum 
based on preference information received from the first user with respect to the membership 
indication information (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 30). 

13. For claim 16, Barrett teaches an apparatus comprising a storage medium having 
instructions stored thereon (abstract; col. 1, line 1 - col. 3, line 25; col. 6, lines 35-65), the 
instructions including: 

a. A first code segment for presenting a media asset (col. 4, lines 20-65); 

b. A second code segment for identifying a content element of the media asset on a 
user display (col. 3, lines 30-65), the content element having been selected from content 
of the media asset (col. 4, lines 55-57) and including content metadata (col. 5, lines 50- 
65); 
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c. A third code segment for connecting the content element to a discussion forum 
(col 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 30), the discussion forum having been established with 
respect to the content element (col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 15); and 

d. A fourth code segment for facilitating information exchange within the discussion 
forum (col. 5, lines 10-25). 

14. Barrett does not expressly disclose the content metadata having been associated with a 
term within the content. Malet teaches a method and system (abstract) of developing discussion 
forums relevant to content data (col. 1, line 1 - col. 4, line 40; col. 15, lines 5-45) wherein 
metadata is associated with the content (col. 1, lines 25-40). At the time the invention was made, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage 
between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

15. For claim 17, Barrett does not expressly disclose wherein the first code segment 
comprises a fifth code segment for selecting the media asset based on preference information 
associated with a user of the user display. Malet teaches this limitation (col. 12, lines 55-65). At 
the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to 
Barrett in order to improve the linkage between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40- 
45). 

16. For claim 18, Barrett does not expressly disclose wherein the fourth code segment 
comprises a sixth code segment for rendering the posting information with an ordering that is 
determined based on the preference information. Malet teaches this limitation (col. 12, lines 55- 
65). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet 
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to Barrett in order to improve the linkage between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 
40-45). 

17. For claim 19, Barrett teaches wherein the fourth code segment comprises a fifth code 
segment for establishing membership of a recipient of the media asset in the discussion forum 
(col. 4, lines 20-65), based on user preference information associated with the recipient (col. 5, 
line 65 - col. 6, line 30). 

1 8. For claim 20, Barrett does not expressly disclose wherein the fourth code segment 
comprises a fifth code segment for publishing posting information input by a plurality of users. 
Malet teaches this limitation (col. 12, line 15 - col. 13, line 50). At the time the invention was 
made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the 
linkage between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

19. For claim 21, Barett does not expressly disclose wherein wherein the fourth code segment 
comprises a fifth code segment for maintaining opinion information about a first user, based on 
input of a second user. Malet teaches this limitation (col. 8, line 30 - col. 10, line 50). At the 
time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett 
in order to improve the linkage between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

20. For claim 24, Barett does not expressly disclose wherein the fourth code segment 
comprises a fifth code segment for selecting supplemental media assets having content related to 
the content element, and displaying the supplemental media assets in conjunction with the 
discussion forum. Malet discloses this limitation (col. 6, line 55 - col. 7, line 5). At the time the 
invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order 
to improve the linkage between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 
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21. For claim 25, Barrett teaches a system (abstract; col. 1, line 1 - col. 3, line 25; col. 6, 
lines 35-65) comprising: 

a. A media asset database (Fig. 1, #28) operable to store media asset information 
(col. 3, lines 30-50), the media asset information including media assets and discussion 
objects within content of the media assets (col. 4, lines 50-65), the discussion objects 
resulting from a selection from the content (col. 5, lines 50-65); 

b. A server operable to deliver selected media assets to a plurality of users (Fig. 1 , 
#24), the selected media assets including at least a common discussion object (Fig. 3); 

c. A metadata presentation system operable to distinguish the common discussion 
object on user interfaces (Fig. 1, #26), each of the user interfaces being associated with 
one of the plurality of users (Fig. 2); and 

d. A discussion forum engine operable to associate the common discussion object 
with a discussion forum (Fig. 1, #26), the discussion forum having been established based 
on the selection of the common discussion object (Fig. 6). 

22. Barrett does not expressly disclose a selection from the content for assignment of content 
metadata. Malet teaches a method and system (abstract) of developing discussion forums 
relevant to content data (col. 1, line 1 - col. 4, line 40; col. 15, lines 5-45) wherein metadata is 
associated with the content (col. 1, lines 25-40). At the time the invention was made, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage 
between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

23. For claim 26, Barrett teaches wherein the discussion forum engine is operable to provide 
a direct link from the common discussion object to the discussion forum (col. 5, lines 10-15). 
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24. For claim 27, Barrett does not expressly disclose wherein the discussion forum engine is 
operable to publish and maintain posting information received from the plurality of users. Malet 
teaches this limitation (col. 8, lines 30-45). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage between 
content and discussion forums (col 2, lines 40-45). 

25. For claim 28, Barrett does not expressly disclose a preference database operable to store 
preference information associated with each of the users, wherein the server selects and presents 
the selected media assets based on the discussion objects and the preference information. Malet 
teaches this limitation (col. 12, lines 55-65). At the time the invention was made, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage 
between content and discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

26. For claim 31, Barrett does not expressly disclose wherein the preference information is 
associated with the first user and includes user-specific preference information of the first user 
with respect to a second user, and further wherein the user-specific preference information 
determines a presentation of the posting information to the first user. Malet teaches this 
limitation (col. 12, lines 55-65). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage between content and 
discussion forums (col. 2, lines 40-45). 

27. For claim 32, Barrett does not expressly disclose wherein the posting information is 
stored as a media asset within the media asset database. Malet teaches this limitation (col. 8, 
lines 30-45). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
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added Malet to Barrett in order to improve the linkage between content and discussion forums 
(col 2, lines 40-45). 

28. For claim 33, Barrett teaches wherein the discussion forum engine is operable to establish 
the discussion forum prior to delivery of the media assets by the server to the users (col. 5, lines 
1-25). 

29. Claims 7-12, 22, 23, 29, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barrett and Malet as applied to claims 1-6, 16, 21, 25, 28 above, and further in view of 
Olivier (6,480,885). 

30. For claim 7, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose methods of registration. Olivier 
teaches a method (abstract) of developing group forums (col. 1, line 1 - col. 4, line 65) further 
comprising: 

a. Registering the first user as a member of the discussion forum (col. 9, line 15 - 
col. 10, line 60); 

b. Accepting posting information from users (Fig. 2, #216; col. 5, lines 15-40; col 
21, lines 50 - col. 26, line 45); and 

c. Publishing the posting information on the discussion forum (col. 5, lines 40-50; 
col. 8, lines 30-40). 

31. At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added 
Olivier's page methods to Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning 
users to discussion groups (col. 2, lines 5-40). 
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32. For claim 8, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose establishing a user page that is 
uniquely associated with the first user, wherein establishing the user page comprises including 
the posting information within the user page. Olivier teaches this limitation (col. 25, lines 1-10). 
At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Olivier' s 
page methods to Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning users to 
discussion groups (col. 2, lines 5-40). 

33. For claim 9, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose that the posting information 
includes only postings published by the first user on the discussion forum. Olivier teaches this 
limitation (col. 18, lines 30-55). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have added Olivier's page methods to Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's 
method of assigning users to discussion groups (col. 2, lines 5-40). 

34. For claim 10, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein including the posting 
information comprises rendering the posting information with an ordering that is determined 
based on preference information about content of the posting information that is associated with 
the first user. Olivier teaches this limitation (col. 18, line 65 - col. 19, line 15). At the time the 
invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Olivier's page methods to 
Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning users to discussion groups 
(col. 2, lines 5-40). 

35. For claim 1 1 , Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein the posting 
information includes a posting published by the second user, and further wherein the posting is 
located on the user page based on user-specific preference information that the first user has 
entered with respect to the second user. Olivier teaches this limitation (col. 18, lines 30-55 in 
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view of col. 14, lines 30-55). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have added Olivier's page methods to Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's 
method of assigning users to discussion groups (col. 2, lines 5-40). 

36. For claim 12, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein the posting 
information includes a posting published by the second user, and further wherein the posting is 
located on the user page based on user-specific preference information that users have entered 
with respect to the second user. Olivier teaches this limitation (col. 18, lines 30-55 in view of 
col. 14, lines 30-55). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have added Olivier's page methods to Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of 
assigning users to discussion groups (col. 2, lines 5-40). 

37. For claim 22, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein the fourth code 
segment comprises a sixth code segment for displaying postings of the first user in the discussion 
forum to the second user, based on the opinion information. Olivier teaches this limitation 
Olivier teaches this limitation (col. 18, lines 30-55 in view of col. 14, lines 30-55). At the time 
the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Olivier's page 
methods to Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning users to 
discussion groups (col. 2, lines 5-40). 

38. For claim 23, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein the fourth code 
segment comprises a sixth code segment for displaying postings of the first user in the discussion 
forum to a third user, based on the opinion information. Olivier teaches this limitation Olivier 
teaches this limitation (col. 18, lines 30-55 in view of col. 14, lines 30-55). At the time the 
invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Olivier's page methods to 
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Barrett and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning users to discussion groups 
(col. 2, lines 5-40). 

39. For claim 29, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein the discussion forum 
engine is further operable to render the posting information with an ordering that is determined 
based on the preference information. Olivier teaches this limitation Olivier teaches this 
limitation (col. 18, lines 30-55 in view of col. 14, lines 30-55). At the time the invention was 
made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Olivier' s page methods to Barrett and 
Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning users to discussion groups (col. 2, lines 
5-40). 

40. For claim 30, Barrett and Malet do not expressly disclose wherein the discussion forum 
engine is operable to register a first user of the plurality of users as a member of the discussion 
forum. Olivier teaches this limitation (col. 9, line 15 - col. 10, line 60). At the time the invention 
was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Olivier' s page methods to Barrett 
and Malet in order to improve Barrett's method of assigning users to discussion groups (col. 2, 
lines 5-40). 

Conclusion 

41 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. They regard further teachings on discussion forums, information ranking, and web 
page customization and authentication. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin H. Pollack whose telephone number is (571) 272-3887. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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